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1.​ Membership 

At Temple Anshe Sholom, households of all backgrounds with a Jewish identity are embraced 
as part of our Congregational family. Membership may be held by a Jewish individual, couple, or 
family. When a household includes both Jewish and non-Jewish members, the Jewish partner(s) 
are welcomed as members with full privileges, while the non-Jewish partner(s) are welcomed as 
affiliate members with the privileges outlined further in this document. 

Affiliate members are invited to share fully in the warmth of our community: learning, 
celebrating, volunteering, and contributing their talents alongside all other members. In 
circumstances such as the death of a Jewish spouse or divorce, an affiliate member is 
encouraged to continue their involvement with the same standing and privileges described here, 
should they wish. 

2.​ Governance and Leadership 

Our congregation thrives on the diverse gifts of both Jewish and affiliate members. All are 
encouraged to contribute to the richness of our community by participating in groups and 
activities such as Arts and Acquisition, Bikkur Cholim, Social Action, Lawn and Garden, Library, 
Outreach, Social Events, Membership and Marketing, Finance and Budget, Endowment Fund, 
Israel Engagement, Fundraising, Tech Team, and Ushering. 

Certain committees focus on areas that draw specifically on Jewish observance or religious 
experience, such as Clergy Liaison, Religious School Education, Ritual, Cemetery, Camp 
George Scholarship Fund, and Rabbinic Search. 

When it comes to guiding the religious and cultural direction of our congregation, leadership 
responsibilities, including chairing committees, serving on the Board of Trustees, holding officer 
positions, and voting at Congregational meetings are reserved for Jewish members. This 
ensures that our governance is rooted in Jewish identity, while still honouring the vital and 
celebrated place of affiliate members in our communal life. 

This balance reflects two sacred commitments: we joyfully welcome all who share in Jewish life 
as part of our congregational family, and we entrust governance and religious leadership to 
those who identify as Jewish. 



3. Ritual for Inclusion of  Interfaith Families​
At Temple Anshe Sholom, we embrace interfaith families as part of our community, believing 
that meaningful participation by all family members strengthens bonds and deepens 
connections to Jewish life. Our commitment to inclusivity ensures that every member of an 
interfaith family can share in sacred moments, especially during important Jewish life cycle 
events. All participants in prayer services are welcome to wear a kippah, but the tallit is a ritual 
object and should only be worn by Jews. 

Leading Prayers as Shaliach Tzibbur​
Certain prayers and rituals inherently affirm Jewish identity by expressing the covenantal 
relationship between the Jewish people and God. When a prayer addresses God as “our God” 
or explicitly identifies the speaker as belonging to the Jewish people, it reflects this unique 
covenantal bond. As such, leading these prayers from the bimah as shaliach tzibbur is reserved 
for those who are Jewish. This approach thoughtfully balances tradition with inclusivity, ensuring 
that Jewish worship maintains its integrity, while welcoming all present in the sanctuary to join in 
prayer as part of the community. 

Our choir follows the same model as outlined above. We welcome non-Jewish members to 
bring their voices in our choir, but any solo leadership of covenantal prayers must be led by the 
cantor or a Jewish choir member.  

Participation by Interfaith Parents and Family members​
We welcome interfaith family members of the B’nai Mitzvah, confirmand, married couple, or 
mourner to offer prayers or blessings or share readings that do not explicitly affirm Jewish 
identity. Offering prayers as a parent or family member allows us to celebrate and / or support 
loved ones fully during these significant moments. We reserve meaningful interactions with the 
Torah for Jews. Interfaith members of our community can open the Ark and march in hakafah for 
family simchahs.  

At B’nai Mitzvah ceremonies, parents and grandparents pass the Torah l’dor v’dor, from 
generation to generation. Family members of all faiths are invited to join in this meaningful 
tradition, honoring their vital role in supporting their child’s Jewish journey. 

Participation  by TAS Community Groups​
We also welcome groups within the TAS community (e.g., committees, working groups, 
sisterhood) to offer prayers or reflections that honor important moments and contributions. 
Because these prayers are offered collectively rather than as the shaliach tzibbur there is no 
issue with these prayer offerings being made by the collective, whether or not the group is 
exclusively Jewish. 

 



Mourning 

Our cemetery policy allows for the burial of non-Jewish spouses, dependent children, and 
independent children without other religious affiliations. However, no other non-Jewish relatives 
may be buried there. A TAS clergy or their delegate must officiate the funeral. Non-Jewish 
participation is welcome with appropriate readings or a eulogy, in consultation with the Rabbi. 
Funerals are usually held at a non-denominational funeral home, but the Temple sanctuary 
might be an option, with the Rabbi’s approval. Services can be either a modified Jewish service 
or non-denominational, but no non-Jewish symbols  are permitted. 

As Kaddish and Yahrzeit are a means for the living to remember those who have died, the 
names of non-Jewish relatives of members can be included in the memorial list. 
 

4. RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
 
The goal of Jewish education at Temple Anshe Sholom is the deepening of Jewish experience 
and knowledge, in order to strengthen faith in God, love of Torah, and identification with Klal 
Yisrael, the Jewish people. Thus, our general policy is that only Jewish children (or, in "blended” 
families, only children in the process of becoming Jewish) can enroll in our school. Parents are 
not expected to be members of our congregation for their children to be enrolled in our school. 
However, there is an expectation that as families become a part of our school community, 
families will join as members. A family must be members in good standing for two years prior to 
any child becoming B’nai Mitzvah at Temple Anshe Sholom. Also, our school policy states that 
our school teachers should be Jewish.  
 
In a family where one child is being raised as a Jew, and any other children are being raised in 
another religion, the Jewish child may attend our school, but both parents must be committed to 
raising the child as a Jew.  In families where the parents are formally raising a child (children) in 
two religions, these families/children can join in the fellowship of the congregation in many 
ways, but the child (children) may not enroll in our school.  Non-Jewish children in blended 
families may participate and be part of the school (with the expectation that they are intending to 
become Jewish).In the situation of divorce, death or separation (ie. the Jewish partner leaves), 
the children may still continue in our school, so as to continue their Jewish education. 
 
Where children are receiving formal religious education in another religion (for example, 
attended day school at a Catholic Elementary school), as a general principle, they could not 
enroll in our school. Exceptions for exceptional cases may occur in consultation with the Rabbi, 
Cantor, Director of Religious Education, and Chair of the Education Working Group 
 
Non-Jewish parents of students enrolled in our religious school are invited and encouraged to 
participate in the family educational programs which are scheduled from time to time by the 
school. These include opening and closing programs, congregational family Shabbat dinners, 
and parent/student study programs, etc. 



 
Children who are not halachically Jewish will need to attend the Mikvah (and associated 
practices for conversion) prior to B’nai Mitzvah 
 

5. SISTERHOOD AND YOUTH GROUP 
 
The Temple Sisterhood plays a significant role in our Synagogue life. Any person, Jewish or not, 
interested in the activities of the Sisterhood is eligible for membership. The Sisterhood bylaws 
state that their officers should be Jewish. The Sisterhood Presidents and Vice-Presidents must 
be Temple members; the Brotherhood President must be a Temple member. 
 
The purpose of our Youth Groups is to instill Jewish identity, foster commitment to the ideals and 
values of Reform Judaism, and increase participation of our youth in the synagogue.  The 
membership policy membership for our Youth Group mirrors the conditions for attendance of 
religious school,  Jewish children (or, in "blended” families, children in the process of becoming 
Jewish) can gain membership in our Youth Group. Exceptions for exceptional cases may occur 
in consultation with the Rabbi, Cantor, and the Director of Religious Education. 

6. Interfaith Marriage Within the Walls of TAS  

We welcome interfaith couples that want to be married in the Jewish tradition within the walls of 
TAS. The following guidelines only apply to couples who want to be married at TAS. We ask that 
any interfaith marriage at TAS should adhere to the following principles:  

1.​ Pre-Marital Counselling: Couples should undergo pre-marital counselling with TAS 
clergy or approved outside clergy; the focus will be exploring Jewish values, 
traditions, and how to build a Jewish home together.  

2.​ Jewish Sole Officiation: A Jewish officiant should preside over the wedding without 
co-officiants from other faiths to maintain the integrity of the Jewish marriage 
ceremony inside our synagogue. The TAS rabbi may choose to officiate these 
marriages at their own discretion. Other Jewish officiants including outside rabbis 
and other Jewish clergy may officiate interfaith marriages at the discretion of the TAS 
Clergy as long as they adhere to these 4 principles.   

3.​ Commitment to a Jewish Household: The couple should commit to creating a 
Jewish home together, engaging in Jewish traditions, and celebrating Jewish 
holidays and life milestones.  

4.​ Raising Jewish Children: The couple should agree to raise any children within a 
Jewish framework, including Jewish education and participation in synagogue life.  
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